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AGENDA
COUNCIL MEETING

CITY OF STOCKBRIDGE
MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 9, 2019 3:30 PM

Mayor & City Council Administration
Mayor Anthony S. Ford Randy Knighton, City Manager
Mayor Pro Tem John Blount Camilla Moore, Asst. City Mngr.
Councilwoman LaKeisha Gantt
Councilman Elton Alexander

Vanessa Holiday, City Clerk
Michael Williams, City Attorney

Councilwoman Neat Robinson
Councilman Alphonso Thomas

Randi Rainey, Deputy City Clerk

 
CALL TO ORDER
 
INVOCATION
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
 
ROLL CALL
 
ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA
 
ADOPTION OF THE MINUTES FOR THE FOLLOWING MEETINGS: 7/8/2019, 
7/15/2019, 7/18/2019, 7/30/2019, 8/12/2019, 8/14/2019, 8/15/2019 & 8/16/2019
1   Draft Minutes of July 8, 2019
2   Draft Minutes of July 15, 2019
3   Draft Minutes of July 18, 2019
4   Draft Minutes of July 30, 2019
5   Draft Minutes of August 12, 2019
6   Draft Minutes of August 14, 2019
7   Draft Minutes of August 15, 2019
8   Draft Minutes of August 16, 2019
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CEREMONIAL REVIEW­ Proclamation­ Hearing Doctors of Georgia
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS
 
PRESENTATION
9

 
Henry County Animal Control Ordinance Update ­ Presented by: Brad 
Johnson­Assistant County Manager and Gerri Yoder­Animal Care & Control 
Director

 
OLD BUSINESS
10   Council Consideration to approve selection of vendor for Towing & Wrecker 

Services for the City ­ Presented by: Lindell Miller, Camilla Moore
 
NEW BUSINESS
11

 
Council Consideration to approve Bid Award Recommendation for Roadway 
Resurfacing in the amount of $1,322,458.32 Funding Source:$291,306.61 
 Grant Funding  $1,081,151.71 Fund Balance ­ Presented by: Decius Aaron

12
 

Council Consideration to approve new Public Works facility Construction Bid 
Award to Pellicano Construction Company in the amount of $2,120,00.00 ­
 Presented by: Decius Aaron, Lindell Miller

13   Council Consideration to approve the amended 2019 Municipal Election 
Voting Schedule ­ Presented by: Randi Rainey

14

 

PUBLIC HEARING
Council Consideration to approve Rezoning Request for Case # RZ­2019­01: 
Georgia Health Care Association, Inc., Applicant; and YM Hospitality Group, 
Agent; requests the rezoning of their property from C­2 (General Commercial 
District) to C­3 (Heavy Commercial District) for the purpose of constructing a 
hotel. Property is identified by its Parcel ID, 051­01028038, and is located east 
of 160 Country Club Drive. Property consists of 1.268 acres within Land Lot 20 
of District 6 in the City of Stockbridge ­ Presented by: Camilla Moore

15

 

PUBLIC HEARING 
Council Consideration to approve Rezoning Request for Case #RZ­2019­02: 
Robbie Moore of Palace Hospitality, LLC. Applicant; representing George P. 
Harper, III, P.E. of Paramount Engineering, LLC; request of property consists 
of 3.545 acres within Land Lot 19 of District 6 in the City of Stockbridge  ­
 Presented by: Camilla Moore

16   Council Consideration to approve Wetland Application for Jodeco South ­
 Presented by: Camilla Moore

 
DISCUSSION
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17   Update on Parking in Subdivisions
 
CITY MANAGER'S COMMENTS (Randy Knighton)
 
CITY CLERK'S COMMENTS (Vanessa Holiday)
 
COMMENTS FROM THE CITY COUNCIL
 
MAYOR'S COMMENTS (Mayor Anthony Ford)
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION (Exemptions to the Georgia Open Meetings Acts)
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS OF UPCOMING MEETINGS & EVENTS
 
ADJOURNMENT
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SUMMARY MINUTES
WORK SESSION MEETING
TUESDAY, JULY 30, 2019 6:00 P.M.

Mayor & City Council       Administration
Mayor Anthony S. Ford  Randy Knighton, City Manager
Councilman Elton Alexander        Camilla Moore, Asst. City Manager 
Mayor Pro Tem John Blount  Vanessa Holiday, City Clerk
Councilwoman LaKeisha Gantt       Randi Rainey, Deputy City Clerk
Councilwoman Neat Robinson  Michael Williams, City Attorney
Councilman Alphonso Thomas

Mission: To provide visionary leadership and superior municipal services that 
enhance the quality of life for citizens while creating a welcoming business 
atmosphere focused on sustainability and expansion of tourism and cultural 

events.

Call to Order made by Mayor Ford at 6:15PM.

Invocation was provided by Mildred E. Reed.

Pledge of Allegiance was recited in unison.
  

City Clerk, Vanessa Holiday was asked to proceed with a verbal roll call. All members 
were present.

Councilman Alexander motioned to amend the Agenda to: Add Discussion Item #7 – 
Welcoming America Request; Add Discussion Item #8 – Legislative Update Request from 
State Senators Jones and Strickland; Add Discussion Item #9 – Resolution Opposing the 
Closure of Cochran Park; Removing 2nd Qtr. Report for 3 (1) and 3 (4); Councilwoman 
Robinson provided the second. The motion passed 5-0.

Councilwoman Gantt motioned to amend the Agenda to: Add Discussion Item #10 - 
Resolution for a Personnel Matter; Councilman Thomas provided the second. The motion 
passed 3-2 (Alexander/Robinson opposed).

Review of the Minutes for the following meetings: 
1. 6/102019       2. 06/26/2019     No Action
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PUBLIC COMMENTS
All persons wishing to speak for public comment must sign in with the City Clerk prior to the 
beginning of the meeting. You must sign your name, address, and phone number. You will be 
able to address the Mayor and Council for three (3) minutes. Speakers must respect all 
members of the elected body, officials, and staff. Defamation, unruliness and/or swearing will 
not be tolerated while meetings are in session.

Ms. Mildred E. Reed noted she was happy to see the City moving forward with the 
Youth/Senior Center as it much needed in the community; and asked for clarification as to 
whether or not the County and turned over Cochran Park to the City of Stockbridge at no 
cost; and asked for maintenance records of any and all repairs to Cochran Park.  

Mayor Ford noted the City of Stockbridge has never owned or maintained Cochran Park, 
and stated the County owns Cochran Park; and further noted any maintenance records 
would be in the custody of the County.

Mr. Craig Powell made a plea to the City and the County to resolve the issue regarding 
Cochran Park for the benefit of the youth of Stockbridge to have a facility to continue to 
play baseball; Mr. Powell referenced Mr. Bill Savage as the baseball forefather of 
Stockbridge who likewise is in favor of Cochran Park remaining open for kids to play 
baseball.

Mr. Michael Parrish echoed the sentiments of Mr. Powell; noted he is here for the kids and 
noted he along with the other coaches not only devote their time, but also personal finances 
to assist the kids with transportation to and from the park and they do it from the heart, 
noting moving the teams further north would be an additional burden; noted the coaches 
are mentors to these young men both on and off the field; noted Cochran Park has 19 
teams and Hidden Valley Park only has 4 teams and disputed the logic of the teams being 
moved; stated he spoke with Commissioner Holmes about the hardship and received no 
empathy to situation; and ended he comment stating it’s about the kids.

Mr. Robert Kolpack showed picture of Hidden Valley Park and referenced a building that 
was deemed to be damaged from flooding and was instead roof damage due to negligent 
upkeep; stated Commissioner Holmes had spent $8 million of taxpayer funds at Village 
Park while neglecting Hidden Valley and Cochran parks; referenced property owned by 4th 
District Commissioner Thomas that was dilapidated and in poor condition, stating the 
standards should be higher from a Commissioner and noted neither Code Enforcement 
Officer Maddox or Burnett was able to address the property issues nor was the City’s See 
Click Fix app. 

PRESENTATIONS
3. (2nd Quarter Summary Reports 2019)

1. Henry County Public Safety – Stockbridge North Precinct 
(Removed)

2. Stockbridge Youth Council (Did not present)

3. Downtown Development Authority – Councilwoman Gantt noted 
the DDA will be attending a conference in Jekyll Island and have 
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had discussions on how to utilize the old fire station and looking at 
other projects. Ms. Moore added staff recommends dropping the 
building and develop a 1st class structure that will give Main Street 
and the DDA office spaces and allow for commercial spaces. 

4. Economic Development- (Removed)

5. Community Development – Presented by Camilla Moore. Ms. 
Moore noted the City is on track and will have accumulated $3 
million in revenue by the end of the year. Ms. Moore also noted 
Business Services has received  just about all the monies from 
businesses; Code Enforcement is in the process of updating the 
Code Ordinance; Planning and Zoning along with Building and 
Permit are on the right track with growth in numbers; with a request 
for 7 new hotels by the end of the year. Ms. Moore noted GDOT has 
cleared for the monument sign with bids going out soon and 
recommended Force Cleanup Ordinance.

6. Conference Center/Events – Presented by CieCie McGhee. Ms. 
McGhee noted the Conference Center/ Events has received to date 
$129,505 in revenue from rental of the City buildings, event vendor 
payments and rental of amenities. Ms. McGhee also gave a 
breakdown of each rental facility revenue; the Merle Manders 
Ballroom has received $ 43,800; the Merle Manders meeting room 
#1,2 and 3 has received $2,010; Merle Manders meeting room #4 
has received $14,060; Ted Strickland Community Center has 
received $20,860, totaling $68,130. Ms. McGhee noted the 
estimated total of attendance from January to June is 27,650.

7. Main Street – Presented by Kira Harris-Braggs. Mrs. Harris-Braggs 
noted April was a busy month for Main Street; staff participated in 
the Taste of Henry, attended Marketing College and completed in 6 
months a historic park preservation presentation on the Green Front 
Café which received a grant from the State Department of Economic 
Development. Mrs. Harris-Braggs also noted Main Street 
celebrated National Preservation month as well as hosted a historic 
marker and unveiling dedication ceremony during the Carrie Mae 
Hambrick day celebration. Mrs. Harris-Braggs stated Main Street 
prepared to host a movie event in June but was postponed due to 
inclement weather and shown later. Mrs. Harris-Braggs noted Main 
Street is currently working on the guidelines for the Downtown 
District.

8. Public Works – Presented by Decius Aaron. Mr. Aaron noted Public 
Works has participated in the Historic Preservation Marker 



P a g e  | 4

July 30, 2019 6:00 p.m. 4640 N. Henry Blvd. Stockbridge, GA 30281 Phone: (770) 389-7900

Unveiling at the Green Front Café, Memorial march, both Sounds of 
Summer concerts, Main Street movie night, a Council Initiative at 
Rum Creek, Back to School event and Tasty Tuesday. Mr. Aaron 
also noted there are two bid openings, one for the CDBG project at 
Smith-Barnes and Davis Rd. TE project which will be coming before 
Council in August for approval. Mr. Aaron stated there will be a bid 
opening scheduled for the LMIG program and the resurfacing of the 
Public Works building; and has met with contractors for the HWY 
138 beautification program. Mr. Aaron noted Public Works currently 
has 109 projects being worked on with completing 57 projects; and, 
the projects in progress are valued at $12,028,280.  Mayor Ford 
inquired about the additional parking at the trail head on Flippen Rd; 
Mr. Aaron noted the plans are being reviewed by the Building and 
Permitting Department and once reviewed, it will be put out for bid. 
Request Public Works Litter Logs to be distributed from the City 
Manager to Mayor and Council; Recommendation to put out a bid 
for Street Sweeper contractor to increase frequency of street 
cleaning.

9. Finance – Presented by John Wiggins. Mr. Wiggins. Mr. Wiggins 
noted the audit was submitted on time by June 30th; during the 
budget retreat, a representative from Mauldin & Jenkins will give 
information about the audit. Mr. Wiggins noted there are 10 bids out, 
with a few already awarded; department heads have been given 
budget worksheet to start the budget process and will be ready at 
the retreat. Mr. Wiggins noted the budget to actuals total was 
$4,873,009, with actual revenue totaling $4,185,263; expenses was 
budgeted at $3,994,231, with the actual totaling 44,895,989. 
Request for FY2019 Fund Balance Calculations and Projected vs 
Actual Planning & Zoning Revenues and Expenditures.

Councilman Alexander motioned for a 5-minute recess; 
Councilwoman Gantt provided the second. The motion passed 5-0.

Mayor Pro Tem Blount motioned to reconvene the meeting; 
Councilman Alexander provided the second. The motion passed 4-
0 (Councilwoman Gantt was not in attendance).

NEW BUSINESS
4. Council Consideration to approve a Resolution to fill a vacancy and 

appoint a member to the Main Street Advisory Board.
Presented by Kira Harris-Braggs, Main Street Program Manager
Kira Harris-Braggs, Main Street Program Manager noted the Main 
Street Advisory Board has a candidate, Ms. Anita Johnson of Upscale 
Fashion to fill the position of Business Owner outside the Main Street 
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district.
Councilman Alexander motioned to appoint Anita Johnson of Upscale 
Fashion to the Main Street Advisory Board; Councilman Thomas 
provided the second. The motion passed 5-0.

5. Council Consideration to approve a Resolution appointing Bond 
Counsel for the City.
Presented by Attorney Downs – Wilson, Morton & Downs
Mr. Knighton gave a brief description of Mr. Selby’s resume and 
recommend Councils approval.
Mayor Pro Tem Blount motioned to appoint Douglass P. Selby as the 

Bond Counsel for the City; Councilwoman Gantt provided the second. The motion 
passed 5-0.

DISCUSSION
6. Alleyway Project funding source - not to exceed $350,000.00 

Funding Source: Various
Presented by Randy Knighton, City Manager 
Randy Knighton, City Manager noted staff has been working towards 
bringing the project into fruition by working with the City’s on-call 
engineer Falcon Design looking at various components to make the 
project work. Mr. Knighton included the bid would be out in August and 
would use various funding sources such as SPLOST, available funds 
in the General Fund and the Fund Balance.
No action taken.

7. Council Consideration to approve The Welcoming America Committee 
to use of the Merle Manders Conference Center on September 18, 
2019 and fund and/or seek sponsorship from $3,000 to $5,000 for a 
Civic Dinner.
Presented by Mayor Ford
Mayor Ford noted the City is apart of the Welcoming America 
Committee along with 7 other Cities including: The City of Atlanta, The 
City of Brookhaven, The City of Decatur, The City of Doraville, The City 
of East Point, The City of Clarkston and the City of Norcross; which will 
also host Welcoming Week September 12-22nd, with The City of 
Decatur having the kick-off.  Mayor Ford also noted the committee 
would like to have a sponsor civic dinner on September 18th and will 
need a venue to handle approximately 200 people which could cost 
between $3,000-$5,000. Mayor Ford suggested using the Merle 
Manders Conference Center to hold the Civic Dinner. Councilwoman 
Gantt would like to include the city’s own welcoming committee to 
participate.
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Councilwoman Robinson motioned to approve and include City’s 
Welcoming Committee Members and seek sponsorships; Councilman 
Alexander provided the second. The motion passed 5-0.

8. Council Consideration to approve State Senators Emanuel Jones and 
Brian Strick to host a Legislative Update at the Merle Manders 
Conference Center on August 13, 2019.

Mayor Pro Tem Blount motioned to approve State Senators Emanuel 
Jones and Brian Strick to host a Legislative Update at the Merle 
Manders Conference Center on August 13, 2019 at 7:00 pm.; 
Councilwoman Robinson provided the second. The motion passed 5-
0.

9. Council Consideration to approve a Resolution opposing the closure 
of Cochran Park.
Councilman Alexander expressed he has been in contact with several 
people as Cochran Park including the Cochran family whom gave the 
park to the County for recreation and baseball purposes. Councilman 
Alexander noted citizens pay the County taxes, however the County 
does not use the fund for the park. Councilman Alexander expressed 
he would like the Henry County park maintained and to open baseball 
back up.
Councilwoman Robinson noted she spoke on the condition of the 
park with the Parks and Rec department with the County; had a 
SPLOST meeting with no mention of the park; The resolution will 
show opposition to the closure of the park and is asking staff to reach 
out to the county manager to received data. Mayor Pro Tem Blount is 
in favor of the motion.
Councilman Alexander motioned to approve a Resolution opposing 
the closure of Cochran Park; Councilwoman Robinson provided the 
second. The motion passed 5-0.

10.Council Consideration to approve a Resolution censuring Councilman 
Elton Alexander
Councilwoman Gantt read a Resolution censuring Councilman 
Alexander regarding Councilman Alexanders code of conduct 
involving social media post which includes the youth and senior 
center.

Councilwoman Gantt motioned to approve a Resolution censuring 
Councilman Alexander; Mayor Pro Tem Blount provided the second. 
The motion passed 3-2 (Alexander/Robinson opposed). 

Councilman Thomas motioned to adjourn at 10:32 p.m.; Mayor Pro Tem Blount 
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provided the second. The motion passed 5-0.

COMMENTS FROM THE CITY MANAGER
  
COMMENTS FROM THE CLERK’S OFFICE

COMMENTS FROM THE CITY COUNCIL

COMMENTS FROM THE MAYOR

UPCOMING MEETINGS
Meeting will be held at City Hall unless otherwise noted. Meeting dates and times are 
subject to change. Please visit the city’s website www.cityofstockbridge.com, Facebook 
page or contact City Hall offices at 770-389-7900 for updates and detailed information.

 Main Street Advisory Board meeting, Friday, August 9, 2019 at 9:00 a.m./Levi Room

 City of Stockbridge Budget Retreat August 14, 2019 1:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m.; August 15, 2019 
8:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. and August 16, 2019 8:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.

 Downtown Development Authority meeting, Monday, August 19, 2019 at 6:00 p.m./Levi Rm.

 Henry County Intergovernmental Retreat August 22 – 23, 2019 – Columbus, GA
 Youth Council Advisory Committee, Wednesday, August 21, 2019 at 6:30 p.m./Levi Room

 Planning Commission meeting, Thursday, August 22, 2019 at 7:00 p.m./Council Chamber

 Work Session meeting, Tuesday August 27, 2019 at 6:00 p.m. at City Hall in the Council 
Chamber.

UPCOMING EVENT(S) & ANNOUNCEMENTS

 Monthly Bingo Bash Wednesday, July 31, 2019 from 10:00 a.m. – noon at the Ted Strickland 
Community Center 130 M L King, Sr. Heritage Trl – spearheaded by Mayor Pro Tem Blount

 Community Town Hall – Thursday, August 8, 2019 at 7:00 p.m. at Smith-Barnes Elementary 
School 147 Tye Street Stockbridge– spearheaded by Councilman Thomas

ONGOING INITIATIVES

 Meet & Greet the Mayor Mondays with Mayor Anthony S. Ford from 10:00 a.m. - noon every 
fourth Monday of the month (appointment required). Please contact LaQuinda Jackson @ 
678-833-3348 for more information and scheduling. 

 Don’t Trash Stockbridge No Litter Campaign – Ongoing – spearheaded by Councilman 
Thomas. Contact: LaQuinda Jackson @ 678-833-3348 for more information. 

http://www.cityofstockbridge.com/
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 Monthly Bingo Bash from 10:00 a.m. – noon at the Ted Strickland Community Center 
spearheaded by Mayor Pro Tem Blount. Visit the City’s website or Facebook page for dates 
and information.

 Quarterly Town Hall – Ongoing – spearheaded by Councilman Alexander. Visit the City’s 
website or Facebook page for dates and information. 

 Keep Stockbridge Beautiful – Ongoing – spearheaded by Councilman Alexander. Contact 
LaQuinda Jackson @ 678-833-3348 for more information.

 Quarterly Clergy RoundTable – spearheaded by Councilwoman Robinson. Contact 
LaQuinda Jackson @ 678-833-3348 for more information.

 Quarterly Welcoming Stockbridge RoundTable every 2nd Tuesday at 6:30 p.m. in the City 
Hall Levi Meeting Room – spearheaded by Councilwoman Gantt. Contact LaQuinda 
Jackson @ 678-833-3348 for more information.

 Quarterly Homeowners and Neighborhood Association RoundTable – spearheaded by 
Mayor Pro Tem Blount. Contact LaQuinda Jackson @ 678-833-3348 for more information.
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SUMMARY MINUTES 
FY2020 BUDGET RETREAT (Day One) 

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 14, 2019 1:00 P.M. 

Mission: To provide visionary leadership and superior municipal services that enhance the 
quality of life for citizens while creating a welcoming business atmosphere focused on 

sustainability and expansion of tourism and cultural events. 
 
Mayor Ford called the meeting to order. 

 
Invocation by Mayor Ford 
 
Pledge of Allegiance was recited by all in attendance. 
   
City Clerk, Vanessa Holiday was asked to proceed with a verbal roll call. Mayor Ford, 
Mayor Pro Tem Blount, Councilman Alexander and Councilman Thomas were in 
attendance. Councilwoman Robinson joined the meeting at 2:30 p.m. Councilwoman 
Gantt was not in attendance.  

 
Also, in attendance: City Manager Randy Knighton, City Clerk Vanessa Holiday, City 
Attorney Michael Williams, City Treasurer John Wiggins, Senior Accountant Rashonda 
Favors, Public Works Director Decius Aaron, Economic Development Director James 
Touchton and Human Resources Manager Renee Wheeler 
 
Motion to adopt the Agenda made by Councilman Thomas; second by Mayor Pro Tem 
Blount. The motion passed 3-0. 

    

Facilitated by Randy Knighton, City Manager 
 

Following the welcome, Mr. Knighton gave and overview of the goals and objectives of 
the Retreat, and an outline of Day 1, Day 2 and Day 3. 

 
Benefits Broker – John Leggett of MSI Benefits  
Mr. Leggett presented the 2019 renewal numbers, noting the original proposal of a 51.9% 
increase from Cigna (citing over a million dollars in claims) was reduced by moving all 
benefits to include Dental, Vision and Life Insurance to Cigna, and change the policy’s 
renewal to January 1 to coincide with the City’s Fiscal Year. Mr. Leggett noted the  
increase in premiums from July 1 to December 31, 2019 to be approximately $229,000 
with an anticipated increase of $400,000 in FY2020.  
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Bond Counsel – Doug Selby of Hunton, Andrews, Kurth 
Mr. Selby gave an overview of his credentials as an Exclusive Municipal Bond Counsel 
Executive and advised the Mayor & Council of the City’s bonding options through the 
DDA, DA and PFA, and expressed the responsibilities that come with utilizing these 
methods. 
  
Financial Advisor – Edmund Wall of Piper Jaffray  
Mr. Wall presented the Mayor & Council with financing options for proposed City projects, 
recommended the City go with a $12 million-dollar Operating Budget and a $12 million-
dollar Fund Balance; noted the City’s Financial Advisor is responsible for having the City’s 
best interest at heart. Mr. Wall recommended the City task TSW to bring a conceptional 
design of the Sr. Center and/or Youth Activity Center. 
 
Councilman Thomas requested an update of the role of the Project Manager. 
 
Mayor Pro Tem Blount proposed and the Council agreed to funding projects by reducing 
the bond amount and having a contingency in place based on the outcome of the 
SPLOST V referendum. 
 
Attorney Williams was tasked with drafting a Resolution stating the intent of the Council to 
finance the Amphitheater, move the Cultural Arts Center to the next phase of the design 
and task TSW with a conceptual design for the Senior/Youth Activity Center. 
 
End of Day Recap – Randy Knighton 
Mr. Knighton summed up the financial information received today noting why you hire 
experts in their respective fields.   
 
Motion to adjourn Blount/Thomas passed 4-0. 
 
Respectfully submitted by: 
 
 
 
______________________________             _____________________________ 
Vanessa Holiday, City Clerk CMC         Anthony S. Ford, Mayor 
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